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“… modern cell phones, which are now 
such a pervasive and insistent part of daily 

life that the proverbial visitor from Mars 
might conclude they were an important 

feature of human anatomy.”

CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS
Riley v. California Decision
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Internet Architecture /
Infrastructure

Devices as a Human Interface 
and Information Broker

Digital Space and New Social Dynamics

An extremely reductive 
model of the digital world
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EU Roaming Regulation (EU 531/2012)
2012

Roam Like at Home (EU 920/2017)
2017
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Country VAT Currency Outgoing call to 
EEA numbers

Inbound 
call

Outgoing text to 
EEA numbers

Data transfer 
(/GB)

Ireland 23% EUR 0.0393 0.0132 0.0123 7.38

United 
Kingdom 20% GBP 0.0326 0.0110 0.0102 6.1286

SOURCE: Official Journal of the European Union – Report on EU regulation 531/2012
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gigabyte
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SOURCE: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mobile-roaming-after-eu-exit
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mobile-roaming-after-eu-exit
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Internet Architecture /
Infrastructure

Devices as a Human Interface 
and Information Broker

Digital Space and New Social Dynamics

Part 1: The Infrastructure
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P R O V O C A T I O N

Could hard Brexit leave 
communities along the border 
in the dark?
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Countries (MCC)
Operators (MNC)
Latitude
Longitude
Altitude
Accuracy
Signal Strength (dbm)
Speed
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kiranw.github.io/ireland-vis

* Free API key, runs out fast
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Part 1: The Interface
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P R O V O C A T I O N

How do devices shape the way 
people think about identity and 
access?
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though technology often serves to connect 
and blur borders, it imports human social 
dynamics and sometimes reinforces the 
borders that exist in physical space
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though technology often serves to connect 
and blur borders, it imports human social 
dynamics and sometimes reinforces the 
borders that exist in physical space

Jackie uses her phones to sort who lives on 
which side, and refuses her dual SIM phone 
because it makes this ambiguous.
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T H E  M A R K E T

85% of the telco 
market is 
dominated by 02, 
Vodafone, EE and 3
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“No one knows what the hell is going on.
Last week, some people from UK came 
with cameras to interview me but I said 
no. No one needs to have me on camera 
talking about something I don’t know … 
But no one is worried.”

LUCKY SINGH
RICHMOND MALL, MANGO
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“We are committed to supporting you, 
and will let you know about updates about 
Brexit as they come by…

It’s dreadful. Just dreadful.”

GEORGE
O2, FOYLESIDE, DERRY
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Devices as a Human Interface 
and Information Broker

Digital Space and New Social Dynamics

Part 3: The Inhabitance
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“My pension card is like gold dust.”
ANNA

ADULT ART CLASS, PILOT’S ROW
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“There are 17.5 million people… we 
cannot dismiss their opinions.”

GERALDINE
ADULT ART CLASS, PILOT’S ROW



“If you don’t know, say no. That’s the Irish way.”  
MARYANNE

ADULT ART CLASS, PILOT’S ROW
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“Belfast has a suspended parliament…they’re 
on holiday. Who speaks for us?” 

LEILA
ADULT ART CLASS, PILOT’S ROW



“A sinking ship is fine if the flag floats.” (ironically)
LAWRENCE

MEN’S GROUP, PILOT’S ROW
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“You have officially been baptized.” 

GEORGE
MEN’S GROUP, PILOT’S ROW
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SYNTHESIS
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“Troubles” 

This sounded like a euphemism to me, personally. I 
thought there would also be another name and I 
understand the need for a less violent sounding name 
because it is still very fresh in everyone’s’ memories. It 
also seems gentle for what it was. There seemed to be a
resounding feeling of the Irish sense of self (even in 
Derry-Londonderry), and at least from George’s tour and 
passersby on the street, his generation had a strong 
sense of pride and agency. He described the civil rights 
movement as a terrible time, but one that was not 
marked by fear. He said people around here are stubborn, 
and fight for what they want, but the softened name 
“Troubles” does not imply the same.

Brexit vs the Troubles

People naturally relate Brexit’s potential effects 
immediately to the Troubles, and to the hard border that 
preceded the current seamless transition. This 
sometimes stokes fear, other times confidence that 
Brexit can’t possibly be as bad (and that government 
would have to be crazy to implement something like what 
had been there before, again). 

Finding a Space to Vent

From these conversations in particular, it felt evident that 
even though support for mental health and counseling 
was plastered on the wall, that people did not feel like 
they still had a place to relive and process the Troubles. It 
seemed to intersect with every conversation and find a 
way back in, without being prompted, and it felt clear 
that people wanted to discuss it. Lawrence and George 
explicitly thanked me for giving them a space to vent, and 
suggested that if I weren’t there that day, that they 
instead would have talked about sports. For a topic that is 
so clearly reflected on by so many individuals I have 
encountered, I wonder if the current mental health 
resources and normalization are enough. I also wonder 
how much people choose to suppress these feelings until 
prompted to resurface them, because it seemed like even 
in the home, memories of the Troubles were usually not 
brought up often because they were often attached to 
death or would color the opinions of children.
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Humility / “Feeling Qualified”

A pattern I saw on this day, and several others was that 
people did not feel qualified to speak about issues when 
I’d casually ask for their opinions. It seems like a 
combination of a deep sense of humility and a lack of 
information and support from the structures that are 
meant to offer it (ie. Belfast government on holiday, no 
local government in some areas to structure information, 
companies giving different information about the same 
services). The lack of information from the government 
and these fundamental institutions is somehow 
internalized in people as a lack of qualifications, and an 
inability to keep up (even though truly, no one can 
possibly know what is happening because even the 
origins of decisions on Brexit do not know).

Making Connections

Ana had poor connection and was trying to download 
something when another local musician dropped by the 
desk to print some sheet music. He commented that she 
should check her internet speed and it was a dismal <10 
mbps. For reference, it is around 100mpbs on Harvard’s 
network. Ana also mentioned that in the last round of 
storms, lightning actually affected some local landlines 
leaving a few homes without telephones or television. 
They still had not been repaired and there was no 
promise that they would be soon.

Staying vs Leaving and Generationality

People acknowledge that opportunity is limited here, and 
that children ought to get out to see the world. However, 
many do not want to come back and the jobs in 
Greencastle do not reflect what the generation of kids 
growing up there generally want to be. I asked Ana if she 
thought any would return to Greencastle to stay with her, 
and she wasn’t so sure. But she supported her children’s 
adventures abroad, and even traveled herself to see what 
their lives were like. 

Reinforcing Physical Borders, Digitally

On social media, locations have multiplicities of 
identities. Derry, Londonderry, Derry-Londonderry are all 
options on the Peace Bridge, and the digital actually 
reinforces the sectarianism present in the physical world 
instead of blurring the boundaries in this boundaryless 
space. Instagram is worth exploring to see how the 
technological border division manifests itself in a liminal 
space. 
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